To the Editor of the Hackney Gazette

21 June 2010

Dear Editor,

I am writing to protest at the government's refusal so far to provide a relatively small amount of money to bail out Refugee and Migrant Justice (RMJ) which has recently gone into administration resulting from problems with the Legal Services Commission's funding regime. The Government could choose to save it.
RMJ is the largest provider of specialist legal advice for asylum seekers and other vulnerable migrants in England and Wales. I believe that George Osborne could have made provision in his Budget to save RMJ and review the way funding is provided. 
The plight of up to 10,000 vulnerable adults, including 900 children, will be affected by the government's decision. Some of them are living in Hackney. Many of RMJ’s clients will be forced to return to countries where they face persecution and where their lives will be put in danger. The jobs of over 300 solicitors, legal advisers and staff, all specialists in this field, will also be affected.
The problem is the way payment is made after a case is closed, which can take years. RMJ used to get paid monthly, but is now only paid after each case is closed.

No charity can be expected to wait that long for payment and many law centres are also finding it difficult to cope with the new payment system. RMJ needs to be saved and proper legal aid funding to be provided to ensure that the most vulnerable members of society continue to have real access to justice. 
Cuts in public spending are affecting the poorest people right across our society.  But these people did not cause the economic crisis and should not be made to pay for it.  This government has the choice to support the most marginalised people in our society or face asylum chaos. 
Those readers who care about about access to justice in our society, can write to Rt Hon Kenneth Clarke, Minister of Justice, 102 Petty France, London
SW1H 9AJ urging him to save RMJ and review the way legal aid funding is provided. 
Yours sincerely,

Ian Rathbone

Chair, Hackney Community Law Centre 

