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‘Legal centre gains backers
among the great and good

A charity which gives free le-
gal advice and representa-
tion to vulnerable Hackney
residents has unveiled its
first patrons.

The Hackney Community
Law Centre (HCLC), which is
at risk from massive govern-
ment cuts to legal aid, hopes
high-profile supporters such
as MP Diane Abbott and hu-
man rights lawyer Louise
Christian will help it cam-
paign for more funding.

On Thursday, Ms Chris-
tian was welcomed to the law
centre, in Lower Clapton
Road for the first time. She
has represented Guantana-
mo Bay inmates and the ket-
tled Oxford Circus protesters
as well as the widow of poi-
soned former Russian spy Al-
exander Litvinenko.

Hackney resident Ms
Christian said she was very
pleased to become a patron of
a charity she admired so

The list of ,mlrons

M Louise Christian a the centre

much. She added: “I hope to
contribute to the work of the
Law Centre personally my-
self by volunteering at
HCLC’s new community le-
gal advice sessions.”
Welcoming all the patrons,
Ian Rathbone, chairman of
HCLC said their support was
“good news for the poor and
vulnerable in Hackney”.
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