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LAW CENTRE SECURES HISTORIC PAYOUT
Hackney Community Law Centre (HCLC) has won an historic case for a woman threatened with eviction because Hackney Council said she had £45,000 worth of rent arrears. 

Following the intervention of the Centre the case is now being reconsidered following the historic backdated housing benefit claim.

Ms Bridget Doherty secured £42,000 backdating in benefit.

Her homelessness case is now being reconsidered by the Council who were threatening to evict her from her temporary accommodation because of these arrears.

Nathaniel Mathews, the Law Centre’s principal solicitor, said: ‘Ms Doherty was an extremely vulnerable person who had great difficulty dealing with housing benefit forms. This led to very high arrears over two years, and unfortunately the threat of homelessness. 

‘It is important there should be housing support workers or that the housing benefit department is flexible enough to provide expert assistance at an early stage to stop these cases from happening.’ 

A spokesperson for the HCLC Management Committee, commented: ‘The Law centre exists to help such vulnerable people obtain their rights and protect the security of their home. It takes a lot of hard work by our staff to fight such a difficult case, so they are to be congratulated on this result.’
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If you have any queries, please contact Hackney Community Law Centre by telephone on 0208 985 5236 or by email to paul@hclc.org.uk. 

