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‘Law Centre gets makeover thanks to CNN and Cartoon Network’
Hackney Community Law Centre, the charity which provides free and independent legal advice and representation to residents in Hackney, was the beneficiary of a full office repaint courtesy of top global broadcasting company Turner Broadcasting, the company behind well-known TV channels including CNN and Cartoon Network 
Turner Broadcasting’s dedicated Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) team coordinates special volunteer days to assist charities around its London headquarters as well as working closely with a variety of charitable organisations throughout Europe, Africa and the Middle East.
Other charitable organisations Turner Broadcasting’s CSR team have assisted in London include Centrepoint, The Big Issue, Trees for Cities and KidsCo and every year staff fundraise and help build a school in Africa with Plan International. 
On Friday 15th June 2012, a team of volunteers from Turner who normally spend their day working on CNN and Cartoon Network spent the day instead at Hackney Community Law Centre’s offices completely repainting all its communal areas including the kitchen, the interns’ and volunteers’ room, bathrooms, and the clients’ waiting reception area.  The company provided all of the paint and materials required free of charge.

Commenting on the assistance provided to the Hackney Community Law Centre, Nick Hart, Turner Broadcasting’s Head of Corporate Social Responsibility said: “Our staff come from all around London and really enjoy helping out in their local communities. We encourage them all to use their paid volunteering time and this project was arranged by Andrew Lock from our finance department who lives locally and knows the Law Centre well.”
HCLC Chair Ian Rathbone said: “We are extremely grateful to the volunteer team from Turner Broadcasting for helping us to repaint the Law Centre.  Though there remains much work to do, the Centre is now a much more welcoming and pleasant environment for our clients and local community.  As a cash strapped charity, which stands to lose at least a third of our income once the legal aid changes come into force next April, we would never have been able to afford to buy the quality paint and materials Turner Broadcasting kindly provided.  We hope that other London companies will follow Turner’s lead and help put something back into the local communities that provide them with a loyal customer base”.
ENDS.

Notes to Editors:

1. Hackney Community Law centre is a charity that provides free and independent legal advice and representation to people living, working or studying in the London Borough of Hackney and neighbouring boroughs.  Hackney is an extremely deprived area of London with high levels of child poverty, overcrowded housing and levels of homelessness.  Hackney Community Law Centre has been providing free legal advice in the area since 1974 for housing problems, immigration and asylum matters, debt and welfare benefits issues and employment law and employment rights disputes.  As a result of the Government’s changes to legal aid due to come into force in April 2013, Hackney Community Law Centre stands to lose at least a third of its present income and may not be able to continue providing some services to the most needy and vulnerable people.
2. Turner Broadcasting System started with 24-hour news channel CNN, and now, along with Turner’s entertainment brands - Cartoon Network, CN Too, Boomerang, Cartoonito, TCM (Turner Classic Movies) and Adult Swim – it delivers some of the world’s best known media brands. 
3. For more information about the work of Hackney Community Law Centre please contact Miranda Grell on Miranda@hclc.org.uk or 020 8985 5236
4. For more information about the Corporate Social Responsibility work of Turner Broadcasting please contact Nick Hart on: nick.hart@turner.com 
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