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'Matrix Chambers gives backing to Hackney Community Law Shops!’

Matrix Chambers has made a significant donation to support the setting up of ‘Community Law Shops’ in Hackney. Through its ‘Causes Fund’, Matrix has pledged to pay towards the expenses of volunteer solicitors staffing the proposed Hackney Community Law Centre’s ‘Community Law Shops’ for their first two years of operation.  

The provision of extra solicitors and caseworkers in the Community Law Shops - supported and supervised by current Hackney Community Law Centre (HCLC) staff- will be a key component of HCLC’s efforts to engage with the needs of the local Hackney community.  The charity is already in talks with the London Borough of Hackney about identifying potentially suitable venues and premises.

Yesterday (Thursday 9th February 2012), Sean Canning (pictured centre) visited Matrix Chambers to thank them for supporting the Community Law Shops project idea and was presented with a cheque by the Matrix Chambers Chief Executive Lindsay Scott (pictured right).
Commenting on Matrix Chambers donation to the law centre, HCLC Manager Sean Canning said: “We are extremely grateful to Matrix Chambers for their financial support at a difficult time.  Hackney Community Law Centre is very keen to ensure that we continue to deliver the highest quality services for those in our community who need us.  Matrix Chambers’ donation will go some way to helping us get our idea of new Community Law Shops firmly off the ground”.
Matrix Chief Executive Lindsay Scott said:

“All of our members and staff pay a percentage of their income into our Matrix Community Fund and I am delighted that through this fund we have been able to assist such an essential local community initiative in their amazing efforts to achieve legal assistance and justice for all”.
ENDS.

Notes to Editors:

1. Hackney Community Law centre is a charity that provides free and independent legal advice and representation to people living, working or studying in the London Borough of Hackney and neighbouring boroughs.

2. Hackney Community Law Centre's Board of Directors is chaired by Cllr Ian Rathbone.
3. Matrix Chambers is a barristers’ set situated at Gray’s Inn, London.  Founded in 2000, as a new legal practice set up in anticipation of the complex challenges facing the law in the 21st century.  It has gone from strength to strength and is “seen by some as a blueprint for the future of the Bar”.  It has broken new grounds in being a specialist set, focusing on criminal law, constitutional law and human rights, with an international perspective.  Members include: Philippe Sands QC, Clare Montgomery QC, Daniel Brennan QC, Sir Ken Macdonald QC, Tim Owen QC, and Hugh Tomlinson QC.
4. Matrix’ Causes Fund has so far committed over £510,000 to charitable and non-charitable causes. Since 2003 grants to charitable organisations have been administered through a fund registered with the Charities Aid Foundation and barristers and staff alike make monthly contributions to the Fund. More information here: http://www.matrixlaw.co.uk/Information/Organisation/Matrix%20in%20the%20Community.aspx
5. Photo (l-r) Cllr Ian Rathbone – Hackney Community Law Centre Chair; Sean Canning – Hackney Community Law Centre Manager; Lindsay Scott – Chief Executive Matrix Chahmbers

6. For more information about this press release please contact HCLC Interim Development Officer Miranda on email: miranda@hclc.org.uk or telephone: 07957 396 321
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