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'Law Centre shortlisted for prestigious ‘excellence’ awards!’

Solicitors, caseworkers, interns and volunteers at the Hackney Community Law Centre (HCLC) are celebrating the news that the Law Centre and its solicitor Paul Heron have been short-listed for two of this year’s Law Society ‘Excellence Awards’.
HCLC has been short-listed in the ‘Excellence in Innovation’ category following the launch of its new Community Law Shops ‘pop-up’ advice service, which takes place every Monday between 2pm and 5pm in Hackney Central Library .  HCLC solicitor Paul Heron has also been shortlisted in the ‘Solicitor of the year – in house’ category.
The winners will be announced by BBC broadcaster Mishal Husain at a black-tie dinner and presentation ceremony, which will take place on October 18th at Old Billingsgate, London.

The Law Society Excellence Awards reward the most outstanding practitioners in the legal profession and are open to the entire legal sector, not just solicitors. Entries were judged earlier this month by specialist judges, including Adam Sampson, former Chief Executive of housing charity Shelter, now Chief Executive of the Legal Ombudsman; Frances Gibb, legal editor at The Times; and Chris Marston, head of professional practices at Lloyds TSB.
Commenting on HCLC shortlisting for the excellence awards, Chair Ian Rathbone said 

“The fact that the Law Centre has been shortlisted for the Law Society's 2012 ‘Excellence in Innovation’ category in its prestigious annual awards is a great encouragement to our team who are working hard to continue to serve the Hackney community and find new ways to help reach the ever more needy as the recession continues to bite into people's lives.  And the shortlisting of our team member Paul Heron for solicitor-in house of the year is a tribute to the hard work and the excellent quality of legal help given by Paul and the rest of the team”. 
Law Society president Lucy Scott-Moncrieff said of this year’s entries: “The quality of this year’s entries is astonishingly high and a testament to the fact that the profession continues to innovate and deliver high-quality legal services even in these economically challenging times.

“The marketplace is changing quickly, with greater external pressure and competition, so it’s great to see that firms are showing no signs of complacency. Far from it, this year’s entries show that the UK legal sector continues to spearhead solutions that allow it to stay at the top of the game.  I take great pride in announcing a shortlist of such outstanding firms, teams and individuals.”

The full shortlist can be viewed at: http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/Representation/Excellence-awards/Shortlist/
Ends

Notes to Editors:

1. Hackney Community Law Centre launched its Community Law Shops ‘pop-up’ advice service in June 2012.  More information can be found here: http://www.hclc.org.uk/2012/06/hclc-launches-hackney-community-law-shops/ 

2. Paul Heron joined Hackney Community Law Centre in 2010.  He is a solicitor specialising in housing, social security, and public law.  Paul started his professional life working as an advisor to homeless people with mental health, alcohol and drug problems and worked in a number of legal advice agencies prior to qualifying as a solicitor.  He is on the executive committee of the Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers.  He is a fanatical supporter of Everton FC.  More information about Paul and the rest of the HCLC team can be found here:  http://www.hclc.org.uk/our-team/ 

3. For more information on the Law Society Excellence awards visit: http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/representation/excellence-awards/
4. For more information about the work of HCLC please email Miranda@hclc.org.uk or call 07957 396 321

5. Law Society press office contacts: Catherine Reed or Emma Alatalo +44 (0)20 7316 5592
6. Photo 1 – Hackney Community Law Centre Team
7. Photo 2 – Paul Heron, HCLC Solicitor
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