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'HCLC solicitor backs campaign to save condemned lawyer’

An award-winning Hackney Lawyer has added his backing to an international campaign demanding better rights for lawyers from the Republic of Kazakhstan.  The case of lawyer Vadim Kuramshin, a human rights lawyer from Kazakhstan in Central Asia, has led to international uproar.  
Vadim Kuramshin was arrested on 23 January 2012.  He was charged with ‘extorting money’ from the public prosecutor whom Mr Kuramshin himself had wanted to take legal action against.  Mr Kuramshin was hoping to highlight corruption within the public prosecutor’s office.  It is the view of many lawyers from outside and inside of Kazakhstan that the charges against Mr Kuramshin were fabricated in order to hide the corruption in Kazakhstan that he was trying to expose.
The original trial against Mr Kuramshin was constantly postponed, causing him to declare a hunger strike in order to get the court to reconvene.  In August 2012, despite being acquitted of all the charges, Kazakhstan’s appeal court subsequently revoked the decision to acquit him and he was again rearrested and put on trial.  This time he was found guilty and sentenced to 12 years’ imprisonment.
Paul Heron from Hackney Community Law Centre, who won the Law Society’s ‘Solicitor of the Year-In House’ Award in October 2012, believes that Mr Kuramshin’s trial was conducted unfairly.  Paul Heron believes there were many fundamental breaches in the way the trial was conducted such as the judge appearing to openly take sides with the prosecution, no defence or prosecution witnesses being questioned, and Mr Kuramshin not being able to see the documents containing information about the charges brought against him.
A new court hearing will take place next week.
Paul Heron said: “Kazakhstan is a state that has a very poor record on human rights. The vast majority of the population live in poverty and those who speak out against the regime or organise mass resistance are harassed, jailed, even killed.”

“As a supporter of ‘Campaign Kazakhstan’ an organisation that highlights human rights abuses in that country I was appalled at the treatment of Vadim Kuramshin a human rights lawyer. He was prosecuted last year on trumped up charges, found not guilty by a jury, and has now been re-arrested and imprisoned for 12 years – presumably because the regime do not like it when justice has its day”.
“I would urge people who care about justice and human rights to email write protest letters to the embassy in London and to President Nazarbeyev of Kazazhstan by emailing press@minjust.kz and astana@mfa.kz” 

ENDS.

Notes to Editors:

1. Hackney Community Law centre is a charity that provides free and independent legal advice and representation to people living, working or studying in the London Borough of Hackney and neighbouring boroughs.

2. Paul Heron joined Hackney Community Law Centre in 2010.  He is a solicitor specialising in housing, social security, and public law.  Paul started his professional life working as an advisor to homeless people with mental health, alcohol and drug problems and worked in a number of legal advice agencies prior to qualifying as a solicitor.  He is on the executive committee of the Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers.  He is a fanatical supporter of Everton FC.  More information about Paul and the rest of the HCLC team can be found here:  http://www.hclc.org.uk/our-team/ 

3. For more information about the campaign to support Vadim Kuramshin please go to: http://campaignkazakhstan.org/index.php/2012/12/10/vadim-kuramshin-jailed-for-12-years/ 
4. For more information about this press release please contact Miranda on telephone: 07957 396 321 or email: miranda@hclc.org.uk 
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