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Press Release
No embargo

30 January 2011
Launch of Hackney campaign against cuts to legal aid

Together with other Legal Aid providers, Hackney Community Law Centre (HCLC) is launching a major campaign to defend legal aid in the face of proposed Government cuts.

Top housing barrister Liz Davies, from Garden Court Chambers and also a Hackney resident, will be helping to launch the campaign at a public meeting on Monday 31 January 2011. She will explain the details of how the Legal Aid cuts will adversely affect Hackney’s poorest residents. Len Campling branch secretary for the London County Courts branch of the PCS union will outline the effects of court closures on jobs etc.

The meeting will start at 7 pm on Monday 31 January at Hackney Town Hall.
“The cuts will impact much more on Hackney than richer Boroughs as  large numbers of our residents need support services from the Council, claim welfare benefits or are about to lose their jobs.  Legal aid clients are amongst the most vulnerable in society and these reforms will undermine access to justice and the rule of law,” said HCLC Chair, Cllr Ian Rathbone.

The Legal Aid budget has been frozen since 2004 and the current proposed cuts will end Legal Help for people with immigration (apart from asylum and detention) benefits, divorce, employment, criminal injuries compensation and most housing cases.  This effectively denies face to face free legal in these categories.  77 per cent of Legal Aid funding will be lost to all advice agencies in the Borough - not just those with solicitors.

Senior Solicitor at HCLC, Nat Mathews, commented: “There are alternatives to these cuts.  Rents could be controlled rather than cuts to Housing Benefit.  Laws could be simplified, a levy could be raised from the profits of the financial services industry, or from interest earned in the client accounts of city firms.”
Ian Rathbone added: “We also invite you to respond to the Government’s consultation process which closes on 14 February 2011 and will provide you with the tools for doing so at the meeting.”
Participants in the meeting will be encouraged to join the national Justice for All campaign, lobby MPs and find ways to tell their stories about how Legal Aid has helped them and others.
ENDS

For further information, please contact Ian Rathbone on 07890 654 068

� EMBED Word.Picture.8 ���





[image: image2.png]


_1183087133.doc
[image: image1.png]






